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AFCU Awards $4500 in Local Scholarships
Each year Altamaha Federal Credit Union awards three $1500 college scholarships – one to a 

Long County High School graduate and two to Wayne County High School graduates.  This 

year’s recipients were highly deserving, and we are excited to be part of their journeys to 

further education.  

Marissa Pitts is our Long County recipient.  Marissa will attend Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 

College and major in Agriculture Education.  She was an honors graduate and was president 

of her high school’s Future Farmers of America chapter.  Marissa intends to teach agriculture 

one day.

Trenten Jackson is one of our Wayne County recipients.  Trenten plans to attend Bethune-

Cookman University, from which he has received a football scholarship.  He will major 

in Criminology.  Coincidentally, Trenten’s older brother Malique was also a past AFCU 

scholarship recipient.

Sydney Lantrip is our other Wayne County recipient.  Sydney plans to attend Emmanuel 

College and will most likely major in English Education.  Sydney was also an honors graduate.

To access your account online visit altamaha.org or from your mobile device, download our app from the app store.
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Holiday Closings
Independence Day 
Wednesday, July 4th

Labor Day 
Saturday, September 1st  

and Monday, September 3rd

Terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Rates may vary based on individual credit worthiness.

Milestone 
Achievement
Altamaha Federal Credit Union 
is growing… and lending!   
As of the writing of this 
newsletter and for the first time 

in its history, AFCU has reached $35 million in 
outstanding loans to its members!  Thank you 
to each and every one of you who has helped 
us reach this wonderful milestone.  Lending to 
our members is our very reason for being, and  
we have no intentions of stopping now.  If you 
know someone who 
has a borrowing need, 
refer them to our loan 
department today!  

Terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Rates may vary based on individual credit worthiness.
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Marissa Pitts, Long County  
High School graduate and 
2018 scholarship recipient.

Se habla español!
AFCU ahora cuenta con dos empleadas de tiempo completo que hablan español.  Brenda Alvarado 

está en nuestro Departamento de préstamos, y Melissa Ramos está en la línea cajera de Jesup.   

Si prefieres hablar español, por favor pida ayuda con una de ellas.

Congratulations to each of our scholarship recipients. 

We are incredibly proud to have all of you  

as members of AFCU!
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“Make wise decisions.” I have heard it a million times over the past 

decade.  It’s the last thing my husband says to his sons each time we 

part company.  It is applicable to most any situation they may face, 

and it is sage advice to nearly anyone.  Certainly, it can be applied to 

financial matters as well. 

One rule of thumb in making wise financial decisions is to 

preserve our resources.  Should I really spend more than I make in 

a year on a vehicle?  Should I not worry about paying my small debts 

timely?  Should I risk not having a reserve fund in case of emergency?  

Should I not consider covering my potential inability to pay a large 

debt by failing to carry appropriate insurance?  The answers to each 

of these questions help guide us in determining what helps to best 

preserve our monetary resources.  

If we spend an inordinate amount of our income on a vehicle or 

another large debt, we may be forced into using credit to meet daily 

living expenses, which in turn may cause us to pay unnecessary 

interest charges, and if we find ourselves in a real pinch, maybe even 

late or over-the-limit charges.  If we couldn’t pay for major repairs on 

a vehicle and we don’t carry a warranty on the vehicle, we may find 

ourselves with an inoperable vehicle and a car note we don’t want 

to pay, which could lead to a poor decision of defaulting on the note 

and paying higher interest on our next car note or worse yet being 

unable to purchase a replacement vehicle at all.  Neither scenario is 

founded on preserving our resources.

The rules of finance are not always clear to everyone, but Altamaha 

Federal Credit Union is here to help.  We have the answers to these 

questions and are always willing to guide you in making wise 

financial decisions by showing you how you can best preserve your 

resources.  Make a wise decision.  Next time you need help, be sure 

to contact us first!

Cheryl M. Spires

President/CEO

AFCU will:
Provide a clean and welcoming environment.

Process your requests accurately  

and efficiently.

Offer convenient and accessible  

products and services.

Build relationships with you  

and earn your trust.

Our Commitment 
to Our Members 

Credit Score Tip
This quarter’s credit score tip is not only helpful in ensuring you maintain a credit score worthy of being able 

to borrow at reasonable rates, but it also is helpful in ensuring you maintain your ability to borrow from AFCU.     

In times of financial distress, ensuring you pay your AFCU timely can help keep your credit score up as well as 

improving your ability to continue to borrow from us.  How you pay AFCU then says a lot about your future 

likelihood of repayment to us specifically.  

Surely many people have suffered mounting medical bills, unexpected deaths in the family, and other catastrophic events, but each 

borrower in those situations makes decisions about whom he will repay and how timely he will repay each creditor.  When he chooses 

to protect the credit union, he is seen as more likely to protect the credit union with timely and full repayment of his credit union debts 

in the future than someone who doesn’t.  When faced with choices, choose your credit union!  It could one day be your saving grace.

Best Practices for Group Special-Purpose Accounts
Thinking of opening an account to fund your group’s next event or fundraiser?  Whether opening, managing or contributing to a 
group special-purpose account, a few best practices can save headache and heartache later.  

1)    Create a separate account specifically for the special purpose.  There should never be any co-mingling of the special-purpose funds 
with someone’s personal account. 

2)    Ensure there is more than one signer on the account.  This will ensure that funds are accessible for their intended use in the event 
one signer is incapacitated for any reason.

3)   If more than one signer is not an option, have a separate individual or agency be responsible for reconciling the account activity.  
This is even a good idea when there is more than one signer.

4)   Ensure that all signers, auditors and intended recipients of the funds have timely access to routine account statements and/
or reconciliations.  If you will benefit from the funds, you should have access to documents showing the account balance and activity.

While these practices may not completely eliminate the potential for fraud with these types of accounts, they certainly can reduce 
the risk, helping to ensure that those funds are used for their intended special purpose.

One rule of thumb  
in making wise 

financial decisions  
is to preserve our 

resources.  


